


December 2, 2009

NEWS

THE VERMILION n

Sigma Nu returns to UL after six years

Blair Bordelon
Copy Editor
blairbordelon@gmail.com

he University of Louisiana at

Lafayette’s chapter of Sigma Nu, the
prestigious fraternity that was founded
here in 1963 and kicked out in February
of 2005 because of some particularly
nasty bouts of hazing, will be returning
to campus next spring.

“We’re excited about them coming
back and reestablishing. They were a
strong chapter for many many years
here and we expect that they will do the
same,” said Dean of Students Edward
Pratt.

Although the fratemity was kicked
out almost six years ago for hazing, Pratt
said he does not see anything like that
happening again.

“I think negative experiences are
fewer and fewer these days,” he said.
“It’s just not as accepted by students
as it was in the past. . .The two words,
ritual and tradition? The hell with all
that. Let’s be a good chapter, have fun
and do good things.”

According to Pratt, the positives of
Sigma Nu returning far outweigh any of
the negatives.

“Giving more students another
another option,” he said, “and increasing
student participation in Greek life is a
huge positive that will impact many of
our students for the rest of their lives.”

“Anything that we want to do,
we want to benefit the campus and the
community,” said Gabe Ford, Sigma
Nu’s national expansion and recruitment
consultant. “We don’t want to take away
at all or spread a bad image or negative
stereotype. Really, what we’re trying to
do is fundamentally change Greek life.”

According to Ford, the incident six
year ago was just one chapter losing its
way.

“Our core values are love, truth and

honor,” he said, “and we were founded
on non-hazing principles and we were
also founded on the honors system.”

“It was a cancer,” he said, “that
spread virally throughout the whole
group.”

According to an article in The
Independent written July 4, 2005, the
hazing at Sigma Nu came to light after
one Sigma Nu pledge, Lance Beal, had
had en

The article said some of the
members had allegedly kidnapped
Beal and more than 10 other pledges
from their house and brought them to a
crawfish plant in St. Landry Parish on
Dec. 14, 2005. They were left outside
in the cold all night, covered in crawfish
waste, while some of the members hit
them with dead nutria. They were also
forced to drink large amounts of alcohol
and had beer poured in their eyes if they
could not do push-ups.

Beal quit the fraternity after
the incident and went straight to the
administration. However, according to
the article, no one else in the fraternity
ever admitted to his version of the story.

Still, the university was able to
prove that there was some sort of hazing
going on and that most of the fraternity
knew about it.

“What we found out after a very
long investigation is that there were
quite a few students that were aware of
what was going on,” said Dean Patricia
Cottonham, director of Greek Affairs,
“and so for us, just knowing and not
saying something was bad enough.”

“It’s unfortunate,” she added,
“because it goes against all of the core
values that our fraternities were founded
on. We want fraternities here in a very big
way. . .We want the Greek community
here, but we don’t want the hazing.”

But, according to Ford, all of that
is in the past, now, and it is not likely to
happen again because Sigma Nu will be
much more careful about recruitment in

the future.

“We’re looking for the right type of
guy,” he said.

Ford, who is a member of the
chapter in South Carolina, will be
moving down here next semester to help
rebuild UL Lafayette’s chapter. When he
comes in January to start recruiting, he
said, one of the big questions he will ask
the hopefuls is what are their views on
hazing.

“Ultimately, if they can’t buy
into the values and the ideals of our
organization,” he explained, “if they
can’t say, ‘I’'m not going to haze, I'm
not going to allow to be hazed, and I will
never let it be a part of this organization,’
ifthey can’t say that, then we’re not going
to invite them to join our organization.”

Ford said he plans to be very honest
with new members about the history of
the organization, both the good and the
bad.

“I’m going to be really candid with
the people I'm meeting with,” Ford said,
“and let them know, yes, this is where
we’re coming from, but this is where
we’re going. We’re not going to head in
that direction again, and really, we need
individuals who have a high sense of
honor and a high sense of morality and
ethics.”

“We’re looking for guys that want
to become something more,” he added,
“who want to be ethical leaders, who
want to really create a lot of positive
social change within the Greek system,
who want to do something incredible
for their campus community. If you're
looking for just a social drinking club or
for a party fraternity, you’re looking in
the wrong place.”

Ford admitted the addition of a new
fraternity will add some competition
among fraternities for new members but
said that is a good thing.

“It’s a healthy competition,” he
said. “It’s really about looking for the
people who are going to create the best

fit for that organization.”

“I know that it’s going to make the
other chapters a little bit nervous,” said
Pratt, “and that’s not all bad because all
they’ll do is justrespond to the challenge,
and whatever they need to do, they’ll
step it up a notch.”

As for where the new fraternity will
be staying, Pratt said “they’re really not
even thinking about it.”

“They told me from the very
beginning,” he said, “’That’s not our
focus. We want to get a fraternity, a
chapter colony and get it charted.’
They’ll worry about that later, which is,
I think, the correct priority.”

According to Cottonham, there
were some discussions about the house
when the fraternity was first disbanded,
so it does have some things outlined for
the future. :

“But, I don’t think that is on their
agenda just yet,” she added, “because
you have to have members before you
can have a house.”

“One of the things that we’d like
to do is really ensure the fraternity’s
success operationally before we throw
in the mix of having the responsibility
of a house,” Ford said. “So, a house?
Yes, it will happen in the future, but not
immediately.”

So, after six years of being gone,
Sigma Nu will return as a small colony
at first. It will hold its meetings wherever
it find the space and will pitch a tent on
Fraternity Row during Rush Week.

But, the fraternity is large one,
with a long history and more than 1,000
alumni just from UL Lafayette’s chapter
alone.

So, according to Cottonham, while
nothing is perfect, and the possibility
of hazing will always exist in any
organization, “I think that it’s going to
be good. I think Sigma Nu’s going to
come back strong.”





